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IN THE CI AIM?>- 

Kmdiy cancel claims 13 and 14 without prejudice or disclaimer as to the 

subject matter contained therein. 

// y y / 
Kindly replace claims 1. 2. 10. 12. and 18 as follows: 



1. (Amended) Procfess for the sanaration of pla^m. fmm ^^r.^^J,,^ 
\ buf f v coat frac t ion [continuous purification and concentration of leukocytes from 
blood], characterized in that saidWocess comprises the following steps: 

(a) separating plasma frA|Ti the blood by filtration in order to achieve 
filtered buffy coat fraction; 

(b) adding an aqueous solukjn. which is hypotonic in relation to plasma, 
to the buffy coat fraction from step (a). I order to achieve lysis [lysation] of 
erythrocytes contained in the buffy coat fraction; 

(c) mixing the buffy coat fractio\ and the aqueous hypotonic solution from 
step (b) in a mixing device; 

(d) leading the mixture from step h through a retention vessel; 

(e) leading the mixture from step \ through a centrifuge in order to 
separate the leukocytes; 

(f) collecting the separated leukocyte^ from step (e). 
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2. (Amended) PK^ess according to claim 1 . characterized in that a buffy 
coat fraction, obtained from bl^ is used inslead [in stead] of blood in step (a) and 
plasma is removed from this buffyVoat fraction by filtration. 




1 0. (Twice Amended) Process according to claim 1 . characterized in that 
the process is automatically operated and adapted for clean in place (CIP) cleaning 
and [(SIP)] sanitation in place (SIP), whgrft jn 

the CIP is ppfform pf l hy nutomaticallv riP^nin^ . .y.f^ ^ hy p.-mping 

cleaning .snintinng in t he -'iy stprn; anri 

the SIP is pprformpfl hv sanitizinn r svstRm «ifp ^ iir^„iH nr ^ r^^^ ^^hi-h 

kills mioronrpanismg, h'^nt 



12. (Amended) Apparatus for separ ation of nl^.c^m^ fmm hi^^^ f r-rm 
buffy coat frac tio n [continuous purification and concentration of leukocytes, from 
blood], characterized in that said apparatus includes the following means: 

(i) a membrane filter means for separating plasma from the blood by 
filtration in order to achieve a filtered buffy coat fraction; 

(ii) a retention vessel [static mixer] means for mixing the buffy coat fraction 
and an aqueous hypotonic solution in order to achieve lysis [lysation] of erythrocyte 
contained in the buffy coat fraction; 

(iii) a retention vessel means; 

(iv) a centrifuge means in order to separate the leukocyte 



es 



tes. 
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1 8. (Amended) Apparatus according to claim 1 1 , characterized in that the 
centrifuge is adapted to continuous [or semi-continuous] separation of the 
leukocytes. 



